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and throw rice, water, and betel leaves upon it. It is
then carried to the riverside, and cast into the stream
amidst the shouts of the spectators.

This festival, in Bengal at any rate, is the most
popular of all. It is a universal holiday, and husbands
and sons, whose business has kept them away, rejoin
their families. It is not inaptly termed the Christmas
of Bengal, as it is a time of universal rejoicing and
merriment. At this festival, as at others already
described, when the evening worship is concluded, there
is the usual singing, dancing, and theatrical representa-
tion throughout the night. And as the amusements
are perfectly free, it is not surprising that crowds are
attracted. During the three nights of this Puja Calcutta
is awake, and although there is much merriment, the
police have little to do except to keep the crowds
moving as the people go from house to house to witness
the amusements.

The other festival of the month is the Lakshmi Puja,
which takes place on the night of the full moon follow-
ing the Durga Puja. This is the wife of Vishnu, the
goddess of prosperity. Where an image is not made,
her representative is found in every house, viz. a basket
for measuring corn. On this occasion the basket, filled
with rice, and decorated with flowers, is covered with a
piece of cloth. Some people prefer to have an image,
and then the worship is performed by priests, as in the
case of other deities. As during the night Lakshrni is
supposed to bestow blessings on all who may be awake,
it is usual for the people to sit up playing cards, or
amusing themselves in other ways, so as not to miss
her gifts.

7. Kartik.

Shyama Puja.    This is the worship of Durga under